
Kia ora e te Whānau


This morning the staff put on morning tea for all those that have helped around school this year. It 
is a busy time of the year for everyone, and I know there were many of you who have helped us in 
some way during the year who weren’t able to join us this morning. To each and every parent, 
grandparent, aunt, uncle, older sibling or friend of the school who has helped in some way, we 
thank you all from the bottom of our hearts because all that you do makes a difference for our 
students. 

As the end of the term approaches there are a number of events that I hope you have marked in 
your calendar that we look forward to sharing with you. 

There have been great presales for the Splash and Dash tomorrow afternoon, 3-6pm. If you 
haven’t got tickets you are able to get entry tickets and splash and dash dollars at the raffle table 
when you arrive. 


Reports and 2026 classes: Next Tuesday, 9th December you will have access to your child’s end 
of year report through HERO (either online or on the App). The report will also show your child’s 
class for 2026. You will receive a letter on Tuesday that explains how the new curriculum is 
reflected in the reporting for this year. 

On Tuesday morning we will do a Class Swap, at which time the students will go to their next 
year’s classroom to meet their new teacher and classmates. This way they will go into the holidays 
knowing who they will be with next year. Our three new staff members will be at school for the 
class swap as well. 

Children’s Picnic: next Tuesday is a busy day. From morning tea until lunchtime the children will 
have a picnic time. This is a picnic time for the students. Information about this will come home 
tomorrow.

Next Friday, 12 December at 11am, the whole school will celebrate our Thanksgiving Mass at St 
Johns. This Mass is a time to reflect upon and celebrate our year, and to farewell our Year 6 
students as they graduate. You are all welcome to join us for this Mass. 

The Shine and Service Assembly for Year 3-6 students will be held on Monday 15 December at 
9am in the school hall. You are welcome to join us for this. 

The Year 6 Graduation Dinner, for Year 6 students and their parents, is on Monday 15 December. 
Families have received information about this event.   We look forward to sharing this evening with 
our graduating students and their parents. 


End of term is Tuesday 16th December at 12:20pm. And then we rest, relax, enjoy the sunshine 

and get ready for the start of the new school year on Monday 2nd February 2026. 


We hope that you will be able to join us for some or all of these events. 


Ma te Atua koutou e manaaki – may God bless you


Catherine Cyprian


Principal


Stella Maris Catholic Primary School
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Hibiscus Coast Parish Priest: Father Chris – P: 09 426 5599 ext 2 – E: frchris@hibiscuscoastparish.org.nz
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Stella Maris Catholic Primary School

DRS Message 
Peace is the central theme of the Advent season but the main focus of the second week of Advent.

Like the first candle, it is also purple. Often called the “Bethlehem Candle,” the second Advent candle 
reminds us of Mary and Joseph's journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem before Mary gave birth to Jesus.

One of the prophecies about Jesus calls him “the Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6-7).

Peace from God, biblical peace, allows us to trust in God’s promises (Proverbs 3:5), through restful, 
tranquil faith, despite the challenges of the world around us.

Dear Jesus, you entered our world on Christmas 
 as the Prince of Peace. 

This Advent, as we strive to become 
 the-best-version-of-ourselves, 

Fill us with a deep and abiding peace. 
Help us share that peace with everyone we 

encounter, especially those who need it most. 
Amen.
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MĀRAMA TEAM NEWS 
Kia ora Mārama whanau.

Advent is certainly a busy time for preparation! We are rehearsing for our Nativity/Christmas celebration concert to present 
to you on Thursday 11th December from 1pm on the field. The concert is being held on the field as our hall is too small to 
practicably and safely accommodate 8 classes (3 more than usual) and all of their families. Families will be seated on the 
bank facing the field, with a great view of our Christmas Stars. Please bring a hat and a rug to sit on. Teachers will have let 
you know what we would like the Tamariki to wear for the concert, please be aware there are prickles on the field so 
sandals or similar footwear are encouraged. We ask for prayers for fine weather on the day as there is no alternative date 
or indoor space available. We look forward to you seeing you to help us celebrate. But before that we are looking forward 
to an exciting afternoon of fun at our Splash and Dash tomorrow. Blessings from the Mārama Team.  


AHI TEAM  NEWS 
There is a lot of excitement in the team as the end of the year approaches.   Christmas decorations are creeping into 
classrooms, conversations about the Splash and Dash are happening, and our Year 6 students are enjoying their last few 
weeks before they leave us for their next adventure at their new school. We look forward to celebrating our graduating 
Year 6 students at the Thanksgiving Mass on 12 December and the graduation dinner on 15 December for the Year 6 
students and their parents.
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Thanksgiving Mass 
Friday 12 December, 11am. You are invited to join us at St 
John’s in Orewa to celebrate Mass and give thanks for the 
school year.  At this Mass we will also celebrate our Year 6 
students who are graduating from Stella Maris at the end of the 
year.


Children’s Picnic 
Tuesday 9 December 11am-1pm. More information coming 
home with students on Friday. 


Shine Challenge And Service Assembly 
Monday 15 December 9am


Marama Nativity  
Thursday 11 December 1pm


Splash And Dash - Choc A Toss Stall 
The PTFA would greatly appreciate donations of chocolate 
bars for the Choc a toss stall. There will be a box in the main 
foyer from tomorrow. Thank you.


The Splash And Dash Silent Auction 
Is now open for bids in the school foyer. There are a wide 
range of items on offer, take a look and make your bid! 
Auctions close at 6pm on Friday Dec 5th.  







Festive Celebrations | December 2025

Join Holiday HQ for Festive Holiday Celebrations!
Get ready for daily festive fun at Holiday HQ as we countdown 
to the holiday season!

Get ready for a jolly good time filled with festive fun and 
laughter! Each day brings a new holiday surprise — from 
Candy Cane Stripes Day treats and Santa’s Workshop 
Imposter games, to Grinch mischief, Gingerbread Baker’s Day
creations, and our Elf on the Shelf Party! It’s a week of 
creativity, giggles, and Christmas cheer you won’t want to 
miss! 

sKids Support Office
Freephone: 0800 274 172
Phone: (09) 576 6602
skids.co.nz

Holiday HQ the ultimate destination for kids looking for 
an unforgettable break from the school routine!

From exciting outdoor escapades to creative workshops, 
cooking classes and interactive learning sessions - our 
expert educators provide a dynamic blend of engaging 
activities and enriching experiences.

17 – 23 December 2025

Holiday HQ



Telephone 
Netball 

– Cancellation Contact – 
teresa@netballnorthharbour.co.nz


Parish Office 
– Parish Priest – 

Father Chris 
09 426 5599 ext 2 

– Parish Secretary – 
Theresa Fouché 

09 426 5599 

theresa@hbcparish.org.nz  
SKIDS 

– After School Care – 
021 0829 7693


School Dental Clinic

09 426 8470 

Bayes Buses 
09 426 5504


Public Health Nurse 
09 427 0300 ext 4339 

Influenza A (H1N1) 
– Advise Healthline – 

0800 611 116


Coronavirus Healthline 
0800 358 5453 

Stella Maris School 
– Website – 

www.stellamaris.school.nz 

School Bank Details 
Attendance Dues & 

Donations 
12 3046 0362238 01

All other Payments 

12 3046 0362238 00 

PTFA Bank Details 
12 3046 0376269 00 

Waitemata Health 
www.webhealth.co.nz 

Auckland Youth 
www.akyouth.org.nz 

Stella Maris Catholic Primary School

“Ki te ingoa o te Matua, O te Tamaiti O te Wairua Tapu, Amene” 
In the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit Amen
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Mark Your Diaries 
                                                        
                         05 Dec        Splash ’n Dash 
                         09 Dec        Children’s Picnic 11am - 1.00pm 
                         11 Dec        Marama Nativity Performance 1pm

                         12 Dec        End of Year Thanksgiving Liturgy 11am

                         15 Dec        Shine Challenge and Service Assembly 9am

                     15 Dec       Year 6 Graduation Dinner 6pm

                         16 Dec        END OF TERM FOUR 12:20pm   
                          02 Feb       TERM ONE 2026 COMMENCES 


 2025 School Term Dates 
                TERM   4    Monday 6 October - Tuesday 16 December


                    ~~~~~~~

2026 School Term Dates 

                      TERM  1    Monday 2 February - Thursday 2 April 
                      TERM  2    Monday 20 April   - Friday 3 July 
                      TERM  3    Monday 20 July - Friday 25 September 
                      TERM  4    Monday 12 October  - Tuesday 15 December


2026 Public Holidays 
                      Waitangi Day        Friday 6 February 
                      Good Friday         Friday 3 April 
                      ANZAC Day          Monday 27 April (Observed) 
                      King’s Birthday     Monday 1 June 
                      Matariki                 Friday 10 July (During July Holidays) 
                      Labour Day           Monday 26 October 

SchoolDocs/Policies: We have moved all of our policies to SchoolDocs. If you need to 
access any of the policies you can click on the link on the school website – look for the 
SchoolDocs link under the Community page. You will need the following username and 
password to access them. https://stellamaris.schooldocs.co.nz   Username: 
stellamaris  Password: shine 

https://stellamaris.schooldocs.co.nz/
mailto:theresa@hbcparish.org.nz
http://www.stellamaris.school.nz
http://www.webhealth.co.nz
http://www.akyouth.org.nz

