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Kia ora e te Whanau

As the year draws to a close we reflect upon and give thanks for all that has happened throughout
the year. It has been a big year with a lot of change in our teaching and learning programmes with
the introduction of the new English and Maths curriculum. The staff and students alike have been
learning alongside of one another as we have adjusted our programmes to the structured teaching
strategies and learning in English and Maths. To our staff and students | say thank you for your
hard work and growth mindset attitude that have led to some great results.

We have had a lot of roll growth this year, and we finish the year with 368 students — 30 more than
last year. Our enrolments for next year are showing signs that this growth is continuing into 2026.

It has been exciting to see the results of the last two years of fundraising with the new football
goals and the upgraded junior playground. A huge thank you to our community for supporting the
fundraising activities that have led to these resources being purchased for our school. We will also
look forward to using the new turf in the new year — this was a property maintenance project
carried out by the Auckland Diocese.

| would like to add a big thank you to everyone for the Splash and Dash last Friday — to all who
attended, to the staff and families who helped out, and to our wonderful PTFA for their organization
that led to a fun evening for all.

Tomorrow at our Thanksgiving Mass we will begin our farewells of the Year 6 students. We
congratulate them all as their time at Stella Maris draws to a close, and wish them all the very best
as they move on to the next part of their life’s journey. We hope that you take with you the Marian
Values, and that you continue to Shine for God in your future endeavours.

Raven Marshall
Mikiah McKenna
Georgia Morton-Jones

Latham Drake
Aarush Duvashi
Randil Ekanayake

Alfonzo Abuyabor
Emily Alder
Araya Armstrong

Suriya Armstrong Paige Elliott Rafael Moura de Lima
Samantha Aviles Harper Foster Joy Nakhla

Caspian Bates Agnes Gibson Olivia Negri-Vivar
Ollie Baxter-Mackay Georgia Gillard Kasper Nielsen
Sophia Bell Riley Go Harley O’Brien

Ryan Boughtwood Olivia Grant Isla O’Neill

Lucas Broomfield Rocco Gummer Rob Perez

Ryan Campion Knox Hape Darby Purvis

Alicia Chan Mila Henderson Lily Rivers-Simons
Milla Chou Mollie Heneghan Jason So

Daniel Coetzee
Christian Comber
Kaelem Cross
Indi Davies
Martina Davy
Ben Deed

Aoife Hogg

Abby Hooton
Katie Joe

Jordy Johansen
Ivy Keegan-Wilson
Amberose Lin

Maxim Teterin
Summer Tobias
Rita Tome
Tonina Tomlinson
Maddie Walker
Pippa Walker
Rose Walker

Ana-Carolina de Moraes Lobo Vienna Mainwaring
Bircham

At this time we also say farewell to staff members Marie Woodard and Sandy Morgan. Both Marie
and Sandy joined Stella Maris five years ago. Marie began her teaching career with us here at
Stella Maris and has growing in her teaching over this time. Sandy joined us as a teacher aide and
has provided loving support to a number of students in her time at Stella. We wish them both all
the very best as them move on from Stella Maris.

May the peace and joy that Christmas brings be with you and your families. | wish all of our school
community a safe, restful and rejuvenating summer break, and will look forward to hearing the
summer stories when we return to school in the new year.

Meri Kirihimete — Merry Christmas

Catherine Cyprian
Principal

Hibiscus Coast Parish Priest: Father Chris — P: 09 426 5599 ext 2 - E: frchris@hibiscuscoastparish.org.nz
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DRS Message

Our school motto stands as a challenge to us and a reminder of our calling. It is during these last few
weeks of school that we reflect on the year and think about how we managed to meet this calling. Our
students most definitely take their opportunities to Shine. From service within the school to sports
events outside school the majority of feedback we receive is that our students have something about
them, something that demonstrates the foundation they have here at Stella. Our revised Marian Values
give us the model, through Mary, of how we can be more like Jesus. We endeavour to give students
experiences that allow them to engage with the Light of Christ and take this light forward to guide them
and share with others.

The Prophet Isaiah spoke of God as light. He said, “The Lord shall be your light forever” (Isaiah 60:19).
While we hope a little light was lit here at Stella the bigger measure is how does this Shining for God
stay with us when we leave. We hope our people continue to feed that spark with a strong prayer life,
receiving the Sacraments and living with Christ alongside them.

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the
light of life” (John 8:12). When Jesus was presented in the temple, the prophet Simeon described him as
“a light for revelation to the Gentiles” (Luke 2:32).

May the light of the baby born in a dark little stable guide you and your whanau safely through this
Christmas break. May those returning receive rest, peace and a re-fuelling of that fire within. May those
that are moving on carry the spark of Christ within them and may it flicker for all others to see.

Have a blessed Christmas from all your Stella Maris whanau.

"Kuaw whitt maw Te Karaiti, te mawoumar o-te ao; hei whakangowo
vte pouri. Me tadhuwwr i tatoun kio te mavamar'
"Chrrist the light of the world has come to- dispel the darvkness.
Let ug tuwrn to-the light”

Shine for God

MARAMA TEAM NEWS
Kia ora Marama Whanau.

What a wonderful afternoon of fun, sun and water play (not to mention the kai and sweet treats!) we had at last Friday’s
Splash and Dash. It was lovely to see so many of our families enjoying the activities and the sunshine - summer is truly here
at last!

We hope you all enjoyed sharing in the Marama Nativity/Christmas celebration this afternoon as much as we did in
presenting it to you. It was our intention to combine the true reason for the season alongside the fun bits of celebrating
together. Thank you for joining us.

As this is the last weekly newsletter of 2025, the team would like to extend its thanks for all the support you have given
throughout the year, for your tamariki and for us, their teachers - together we have done great things. We wish you all a
happy, safe and blessed Christmas and lots of summer fun with your whanau over the holidays. Christmas blessings from
the Marama Team.

AHI TEAM NEWS

As the year comes to a close, we would like to thank all our Ahi families for your support throughout the year. A special
thank you to all parents who were involved in any of our interschool events this year.

This week, our Year 5 and 6 students shared some of their Discovery Hour projects with the team. This was a chance for us
to share our learning and inspire our Year 4 students for next year.

We wish all our Year 6 students the best of luck as they graduate and move on to their next academic adventure. We wish all
our families a Merry Christmas and look forward to seeing our returning Ahi students in the new year.
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Thanksgiving Mass

Friday 12 December, 11am. You are invited to join us at St
John’s in Orewa to celebrate Mass and give thanks for the
school year. At this Mass we will also celebrate our Year 6
students who are graduating from Stella Maris at the end of
the year.

Shine Challenge And Service Assembly
Monday 15 December 9am

Year 6 Leavers Graduation Dinner
Monday 15 December 6pm

Summer Touch Rugby Season Success

Our students have completed an outstanding season of
summer touch rugby, representing the school with
exceptional commitment, determination and sportsmanship.
Week after week, they demonstrated teamwork, resilience,
and a positive spirit both on and off the field. It has been so
special to see teams arriving early or staying later and
supporting each other!

A heartfelt thank you to all the parents, coaches and team
managers for their support throughout the season. Your
encouragement, time and dedication made a tremendous
difference.

We are incredibly proud of every player for their hard work and
for the way they upheld our school values at every game.
Congratulations on a fantastic effort and a memorable season!

Results:
Year 5/6 teams:

Stella Gliders: 5th place
Stella Comets: 1st place
Year 3/4 teams:

Stella Stars: 1st place
Stella Flames: 2nd place
Stella Lightning: 1st place
Year 1/2 teams:

Stella Crusaders: 5th place

Stella Saints: 5th place

Stella Storms: 3rd place



Board of Trustee
Term 4

Wow, what an incredible year it has been to be part of this wonderful community. As | write this, | find myself reflecting on the
many highlights we’ve celebrated together. Just to name a few: last Friday’s outstanding Splash and Dash event, the opening
of the new junior playground, the installation of new football and rugby goals, and the rapid progress on our new courts. We
also enjoyed the school disco, fun lunches, swimming weeks, and amazing performances from our Kapa Haka group. All of
this happened alongside the fantastic teaching and learning that happens in classrooms. On behalf of the School Board,
thank you to everyone who has contributed to making our school the special place it is.

| would like to thank all our teachers, teacher aides and the Senior Leadership team for their continual dedication, enthusiasm,
care and kindness. It has been a big, busy and challenging year for you all with the introduction of the new maths and English
curriculum. Thank you for ongoing commitment to Stella Maris.

Our School Board term ended this year and the three-yearly re-election process was completed. This meant we welcomed
new board members, Brandon Heinrich, Rachel Wakelin and Natasha Wilson. We also welcomed Phillip Lee as a Proprietors
Representative and Erica Mainwaring as the Teachers representative. With the incoming Board, we farewelled Olwyn
Hobman, Carl Mainwaring, Rebecca Doyle, Liz Hansen and Theresa Harvey as Board members. | want to personally thank
Olwyn, Carl, Rebecca, Liz and Theresa for their service to the school.

As a Board, we recently discussed what the proposed changes to the Education and Training Amendment Bill that is
progressing through parliament meant for our school. The likely passing of this Bill into law will not change the position of our
school on Te Tiriti O Waitangi. Catholic education in New Zealand has a long history of support for tangata whenua and for
the inclusion of tikanga and te reo within the culture and practice of our schools. Despite the passage of the current Bill
through parliament, we will continue to give effect to Te Tiriti as an essential component of our special character
responsibilities.

Next year we will develop the strategic plan for the coming three years (2027-2029). As part of this process the Board will be
seeking community input on where our school focus should be. | encourage all of you to participate in this process.

| wish you and your families a wonderful Christmas and festive season.

Sheree Buchanan
Presiding member of the Stella Maris School Board

PTFA
Term 4 - Year Wrap Up

2025 has been another incredibly successful year for the PTFA. We purchased the new junior playground and with the help of
volunteers extended the retaining wall and prepped the area for its install. The kids have been loving it and reaping the
rewards of years of fundraising. We also purchased the new soccer goals which have been an absolute hit.

This year we have organised a range of events including fun lunches and second hand uniform sales across the year, the
disco and Oscar’s quiz night, the Wheelathon, helped with Grandparents day, Father’s Day, Matariki breakfast, just to name a
few :)

And the Splash and Dash on Friday was an amazing way to finish off the year. The smiles on the kids faces make all the work
organising such a large event worth every minute! And to top it off we raised almost $10,000 in profit! This is a HUGE
achievement. Major thanks to our sponsors, our families who supported and attended, our school staff, and all of our
volunteers who helped make this event happen, as well as all of the other activities over the year.

It is a huge team effort to pull off these events and fundraisers and takes countless hours of volunteers time. We absolutely
love doing this for our students and wider school community, and we need a strong PTFA to continue to provide these
awesome events and opportunities to our kids. | strongly encourage you to come along to the meetings, contribute your ideas
and support, and help make 2026 the best year yet.

Have a very Merry and restful Christmas break,
Katie and the PTFA team



ATTENDANCE DUES

Investing in Catholic School

Infrastructure 2026 ATTENDANCE PRIMARY SECONDARY
DUES CHARGES STUDENTS STUDENTS
l
’Oday ‘HM per year (incl. GST) $544 $1,124
ti i .
ND FOR W\WW o per term (incl. GST) $136 $281

Attendance Dues must be paid either in full at the
beginning of the year or through regular instalments

Future §
GENERATIONS (weekly, fortnightly, monthly, or per term). Please note
that paying in full at the end of the year is not an

Attendance Dues are used to pay for building related available option.
costs at Catholic Schools in the Auckland Diocese.

Paying Attendance Dues is a condition of enrolment for
all students attending New Zealand Catholic Schools.

Attendance Dues are compulsory — there is a legal
requirement for parents and caregivers to pay Attendance
Dues under the Education and Training Act 2020.

For more information:
https://Awww.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/catholic-schools-2/

Phone: (09) 360 3040 Email: acfl@cda.org.nz

M6 ta tou, § monga uri a muri ake nei | For us, and our children after us.

Catholic Special
Character Contribution

The Catholic Special Character contribution is
used to fund the staff and services provided
by the Catholic Education Services Board, who
are responsible, on behalf of the Proprietor for
maintaining and enhancing the Catholic Special
Character of our schools. This includes:

Religious Education

Supporting schools to deliver high-quality, nationally
approved Religious Education programmes.

Professional Development The contribution is $70 per student per year, or $17.50
Providing training for teachers and leaders to gain the per term. The contribution is tax deductible, and a 33%
qualifications and certification needed to teach and lead refund can be claimed from the IRD.

in Catholic schools. For more information go to:

Leadership Formation www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/catholic-education-services/
Growing and forming strong Catholic leaders in Phone: (09) 360 3091 Email: ces@cda.org.nz
our schools.

Your contribution ensures that the
Catholic special character remains well-supported

and at the heart of our schools.

Governance Support
Supporting school Boards to govern with a
Catholic worldview.



Stella Maris Catholic Primary School

Mark Your Diaries

Telephone
12 Dec End of Year Thanksgiving Liturgy 11am Neltba"
15Dec  Shine Challenge and Service Assembly 9am — Cancellation Contact -
15 Dec Year 6 Graduation Dinner 6pm teresa@netballnorthharbour.co.nz
G2 Feb  TERM ONE 2026 COMMENCES ERERIGHES
e — Parish Priest -
2025 School Term Dates Father Chris
09 426 5599 ext 2
TERM 4 Monday 6 October - Tuesday 16 December )
— Parish Secretary -
iadadadadadadad Theresa Fouché
09 426 5599
2026 School Term Dates
TERM 1 Monday 2 February - Thursday 2 April theresa@hbcparish.org.nz
TERM 2 Monday 20 April - Friday 3 July SKIDS
TERM 3 Monday 20 July - Friday 25 September — After School Care -
TERM 4 Monday 12 October - Tuesday 15 December 021 0829 7693
. . School Dental Clinic
2026 Public Holidays 09 426 8470
Waitangi Day Friday 6 February
Good Friday  Friday 3 April Bayes Buses
ANZAC Day Monday 27 April (Observed) _09 426 5504
King’s Birthday  Monday 1 June Public Health Nurse
Matariki Friday 10 July (During July Holidays) 09 427 0300 ext 4339
Labour Day Monday 26 October Influenza A (H1N1)
— Advise Healthline -
0800 611 116
Coronavirus Healthline
0800 358 5453
- - Stella Maris School
7
Children’s Christmas Party — Website —
All Parieh Children are Invited www.stellamaris.school.nz
&1 19 December 2025 School Bank Details
0 Z00PM-2:00 PM Attendance Dues &
¢ St John's Hall Donations
RSVF: Teri Vicars Text:022 302 5033 12 3046 0362238 01
Ermall: tjaltha@geneil com All other Payments
Un or befere B December 2025 12 3046 0362238 00
A rutfres plate to shase PTFA Bank Details
(labal if gluten-free) 12 3046 0376269 00

Waitemata Health
www.webhealth.co.nz
Auckland Youth
www.akyouth.org.nz

SchoolDocs/Policies: We have moved all of our policies to SchoolDocs. If you need to
access any of the policies you can click on the link on the school website — look for the
SchoolDocs link under the Community page. You will need the following username and
password to access them. https://stellamaris.schooldocs.co.nz Username:
stellamaris Password: shine

“Ki te ingoa o te Matua, O te Tamaiti O te Wairua Tapu, Amene”
In the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit Amen
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